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All parties continue work on election law
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 There are approximately 295,000 Iraqi refugees currently registered with UNHCR in 

neighboring countries.  There are likely significant  numbers of  unregistered refugees as 

well.   UNHCR reports that 1.5 million Iraqis displaced by sectarian violence following the 

Samarra Mosque bombing of February 2006  remain internally displaced in Iraq. 

 In FY09, the State Department’s Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration contributed 

$ 303.4 million to international organizations and nongovernmental organizations to assist 

displaced Iraqis inside the country and in the region.  

 Since the program's inception in FY07, Iraqi refugees have been admitted for U.S. 

resettlement, an increase of 1,533 since the beginning of the fiscal year.  The U.S. admitted 

18,838 Iraqi refugees in FY09.

 As of September 2009, a total of 1,606Special Immigrant Visa (SIVs) have been issued for 

Iraqi translators and interpreters (and their dependents) since FY07 (under the Section 1059 

program).  

 As of September 2009, a total of 3,028 SIVs have been issued for Iraqis employed by or on 

behalf of the U.S. government (and their dependents) since FY08 (under the Section 1244 

program).  

 Secretary of State Hillary Clinton announced July 24 that the United States was contributing 

more than $100 million in new assistance to support the return and reintegration of 

displaced Iraqis.
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Iraqi casualties at lowest numbers since 2003
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Oil prices are rising, but exports below 2009 targets
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Crude oil exports continue despite infrastructure damage in the North
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Iraq signals desire for participation in international financial markets

Economic Indicator This Week Last Week Last Month Last Year

Iraqi Commercial Bond Sales

Price (USD) $75.41 $75.51 $75.34 $66.08

Yield 8.48% 8.47% 8.49% 10.96%
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Iraq sees rise in cancer rates
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 Electricity supply from the grid  November 17-23 was 14% above the year-earlier 

period and met 73% of estimated demand, unchanged from the earlier period. 
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Spurred by the idea from Diwaniyah Provincial Council Member and Head of  the Human 

Rights Committee Mrs. Wedad Hatem Hashen, members of  the local PRT sponsored a 

program to train widows in sewing and business entrepreneurship to support their 

economic independence.  The training, which is intended to help widows from the Iraq war 

maintain financial self-sufficiency, teaches participants how to make clothes and start 

their own small tailoring shops.  The program is being implemented by a local NGO called 

the Iraq Women Foundation for Diwaniyah.  The program is expected to last four months 

in order to accommodate two classes of  40 widows. 

Members of  the Salah ad Din PRT have been working closely with Tikrit University to 

promote agricultural technology to local farmers.  The PRT and the 4-1 Brigade Combat 

Team’s Agricultural Task Force recently hosted a demonstration of  new no-till drills at the 

university’s demonstration farm for representatives of  the province’s 14 agricultural-

extension-offices. The no-till drill provides a more efficient way of  planting and prevents 

soil erosion better than conventional farming methods.  The project provides 15 no-till drills 

for the province, along with appropriate training in their use. In a separate meeting with the 

PRT and the Tikrit battalion LTC, the Director General of  Agriculture stated that he had 

requested TV time on the Salah ad Din network for agricultural advertisements and 

education in order to reach the farmers of  the province.
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